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bade the slaughter of animals and decreed that
no meat should be cooked in the royal kitchen.
He asked the officials to plant trees and fruit
gardens, to build rest-houses, to have wells dug
along the public roads, and to open hospitals for
men as well as animals. He further decreed that
he would be available at all times of day and night
to listen to the appeals and complaints of the
people. He came to look upon his subjects as
his children and asked his officials to treat them
with the utmost courtesy. He asked his subjects
also to practise the Dharma, the Law of Good
Living. Children were to obey their parents and
students their teachers, and truth was to be spoken
at all costs. He further said that all saints must
be respected and that no one should think lightly
or contemptuously of the faith of others. To see
that the Dharma was practised faithfully by his
subjects, he appointed special officers.
But Asoka did not want the Dharma to spread
only in his own kingdom; he wanted the people
of other countries also to know the Good Law.
So he sent medical missions to Ceylon and
southern India. He sent missionaries of the faith
to Syria, Egypt, and Macedonia. He sent his
own brother Mahendra and his sister to Ceylon,
Thus his sole passion in life became the spread of
the Dharma. Nor did his efforts fail to bear fruit.
He himself recorded, ** Now the Dharma was grow-
ing and was increased by obedience to father and